
Hello Dynamic District Teachers, 

We are thrilled to have you and our students 

back from summer break. Over the summer 

we were able to work together with teacher, 

school and district leaders to narrow our 

instructional focus this year to 5 shared com-

mitments. The 5 commitments that we know 

would positively impact student learning 

are: 

1)  Lesson Planning 

2)  Classroom Management  

3) Objectives 

4) Learning Checks for Understanding  

5) Monitor and Adjust Instruction with the 

use of R.A.M.P.  

 Reteach    

 Abandon  

 Move On  

 Practice  

Academic Services is committed to identify-

ing teachers that are implementing these 5 

shared commitments with fidelity. We will 

be celebrating our teachers as we see 

strong implementation of the shared com-

mitments. This issue of Academic Dispatch 

will focus on Classroom Management. 

Please see the exceptional teachers we have 

found creating consistency in their class-

room. Research about management 

states that: “Effective teachers 

teach classroom management and 

procedures that create consistency. 

A well-managed classroom is the 

foundation for learning in the class-

room.”  (Wong, H. & Wong, R. 

2009)  If you need tips and ideas 

please ask one of these celebrated 

teachers, school or district leaders. 

We are here to help!  

Thank you for all that you do to cre-

ate clear expectations and con-

sistency in your classroom.  

Melanie Block, Director  

Academic Support Services  

The Academic Dispatch   

U N I O N  E L E M E N T A R Y  S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T  # 6 2  

Volume 3 Issue 1 

DATE: August  24, 2016 

Event Dates 

August 17 Site PD Day 

August 31 Site PD Day  

BOY Data  

September 1 Reading  

Intervention  

Starts  - Cycle 1 

September 6  Extended  

Learning Starts  

September 14 Full Day District 

PD Day  

Important Events 

Dos Rios 

Ms. Heather Solky  

Mrs. Shannon Haley 

Mrs. Kelly DeRosier 

Mr. Michael Cox 

Ms. Carrie Vail 

Ms. Lisa Fellows 

Mr. Kurt Mutschler  

Ms. Sabrina Estrada  

Hurley Ranch  

Ms. Kristin Colbey 

Mrs. Cortney Morrill 

Mrs. Rachel Shirey 

Mrs. Susan Eddy 

Mr. Cameron Schmidt 

Ms. Deborah Peptenar 

Mrs. Christine Walker 

Ms. La’ Shana Brown  

Union  Elementary  

Mrs. Crystal Coleman 

Mrs. Mary Cassiday 

Mrs. Shelly Eifler 

Mrs. Celeste Devine 

Mrs. Erica Leichtentritt 

Mrs. Leticia Barrett 

Ms. Megan Tomakin  
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Welcome to a fabulous 2016-2017 school year. I am excited to 
begin our collaboration together as an ELL Department.  
 
This year we will collaborate to increase our students’ English 
language proficiency. We will team up to increase effective teach-
ing practices for explicit language instruction by providing the 
necessary rigor so that our students will be successful in achieving 
their future goals. I can’t wait to tap into the diverse expertise you 
bring to our learners.  I look forward to a year filled with stories of 
great success and great learning.  
 
Like you I am committed to providing support to meet the needs of 
our ELL teachers and students. You may reach out for support at 
any time. Placement testing will occur over the next two weeks at 
your school site. I will be testing all students that are new to Arizo-
na or fall under new state mandates. Please encourage your stu-
dents to do their best. I look forward to seeing all of our Excellent 
ELL teachers at our August Department Meeting, Monday, August 
22, 2016 at 4 pm in the Dos Rios Library.   
 
- Leticia Castro, ELL Coach  

Effective teachers spend their first two weeks teaching stu-

dents to be in a control of their own actions in a consistent 

classroom environment. -Wong, Harry. The First Days of 

School. 

Here are 6 Ways to Create A Positive Classroom  
Environment : 
 
Build relationships. Kids don’t care what you know until 
they know that you care. 

Set clear expectations.  Set behavioral expectations in and out 
of the classroom and communicate those expectations to all 
students, all the time. 

Teach processes.  When you want students to do something, 

teach them the steps it will take to get there, and repeat them 

until students have internalized the process. 

Praise students for good choices.  Compliment the specific 

behaviors you are looking to reinforce. 

Keep things small.  Kids are going to make mistakes.  Avoid 

escalating small mistakes into big confrontations. 

Be patient. It takes students time to master new behaviors and 

social skills associated with each new classroom and class-

room teacher. 

Congratulations on a great start of the school year.  As we begin 
with our ELA and Math instruction, take a moment to review UESD 
62’s End of Year proficiency data by grade level.   

Guiding Question: Looking at your grade level data how will you 
use our shared commitments to increase student achievement? 

Here are some ways you can utilize the My Fundations Journal in 

your classroom: 

 Have students illustrate a character or setting from a story and 

write a description of that character or setting using their best 

letter formation. 

 Choose a Word of the Day, Trick, or Sound Alike word and 

have students write and illustrate a story about it.  

 Write several phrases on the board. Have students write sen-

tences using the phrases correctly and without changing the 

phrase, then illustrate their best sentence. 

 In Math, give the students a problem to work out. Have them 

draw a picture about their math problem and write out the steps 

they used to solve it in sentences. 

 For Science and Social Studies, students can illustrate and sum-

marize what they learned during a lesson, write and illus-

trate steps to a process, or write and illustrate a famous person 

or invention. 

District Proficiency Percentages 

Grade Level ELA MATH 

K 74% 54% 

1st 55% 40% 

2nd 22% 34% 

3rd 25% 30% 

4th 47% 41% 

5th 25% 24% 

6th 16% 19% 

7th 17% 10% 

8th 21% 28% 


